No. 5 / July/Aug/Sept 2003 ISSN 1610-2843

& Co Magazine

Rhythm Instructions
« Stefan GOG
* Randy Graves

. Interviews
-iq&a; .

Ben Hicks, from the raw log to...

Buku Larrnggay Mulka




'Folk

For over two years now, the Dutch band
Inner Strength has been performing in
the Netherlands with their innovative
music, which has been characterized as
"folk rock with a mystical touch”. In
more than half of their songs, the did-
geridoo plays an important role in set-
ting the atmosphere. Their songs range
from laid-back ballads through melodic
rock to danceable folk-inspired songs.
Inner Strength consists of six people,
combining didgeridoo, vocals, violin,
flute, guitars, bass, drums and percus-
sion.

Where most bands with didgeridoo use
the didge as a constant ambient bak-

kground drone with some harmonics,
Inner Strength often use the didge as a
rhythmic instrument. This is clearly
demonstrated in songs such as 'The
Power Of Now' and ‘Free'. In the latter,
the didge is used in a non-conventional
way, playing brief staccato notes.
Roland, the didgeridoo player, has been
influenced by players like Charlie
McMahon and Michael Jackson (Axis),
but has also attended workshops with
(amongst others) Mark Atkins, Alan
Dargin, David Blanasi and Djalu

Gurruwiwi. Roland is also webmaster of
http://www.didgeweb.com, a didgeri-
doo website focused on Dutch and
Flemish didgeridoo players.

Roland on didgeribone
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The beginning

Kelly (guitars): "I always wanted to create a
band in a rock/classic/world
. music crossover style. The
idea was formed especially
after T heard Metallica & the
San Francisco orchestra, and
when I went to see the Chris
Hinze "T'ai Chi In Balance'
tour when they came to
Eind-hoven in November
1999. So by the end of 1999
I had some friends together
to try and start the band."

How did the didgeridoo
Jjoin the band?

Kelly: "Around that time I
had also done a didgeridoo
¢ workshop and 1 really liked
the sound. 1 felt this was a
sound that would fit quite
nicely with the world music
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crossover idea I had in mind.
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Left to right:
Judith, Endy, Roland, Noortje, Geert, Kelly

Purely by coincidence, 1 ran into a small
advertisement for a didgeridoo player loo-
king for a guitar or flute player. That player
turned out to be Roland and so he was also
present the day the band first got together,
at the beginning of December. It was only a
few years later that I found out that Roland
had been at Chris Hinze's show as well!"

Did all the band members know the
didge?

Roland (didgeridoo): "When the band got
together for the first time, the didge was not
yet well known to most band members.
Incorporating the one-tone drone in our
music was something that needed to be leat-
ned over time. Today the didge is still often
in one key during a song, mainly because
changing the pitch is something that needs
to be done carefully and accurately; otherwi-
se it just doesn't sound right. However, the
flexibility of the didjetibone, enabling
tuning of the didge while playing, now also
leads to songs where the didge follows the
melody of the songs."






